Jan-25-06 05:47pni Frora-LAHIVEKOCKFIELD 617 7424214 



T-994 P. 05/13 F-984 



Application No. : 09/960673 Dockei No, : SMQ-076/P63 1 0 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . {Currently Amended) A method of neiwork storage in a network with a plurality of storage 
locations having attributes,- the method comprising the steps of; 

providmg a software facility m commmucation over the network with the 
plurality of storage locations, the software facility identifying and allocating the siorage 
locations to a storage owner based on at least one of ihc miributc attribuies of the storage 
locations; 

receiving with the software faciUty a network storage policy fix>m an authorized 
user, the authorized user having authority to control access to the storage locations on the 
network, the storage policy including attribute requirements for at least one of said the storage 
locations; and 

programmaiically applying the storage policy to storage decisions on the network 
using the software faciUty, the aiorage decisions determiiung where data on the network is 
stored. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein said The authorized user selects 

the storage location attributes in said ili£ network policy from a list of storage location attributes. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim I, comprising the funher step of; 

configuring a new storage location from at least two of the plurality of storage 
locations in order to provide specified attributes pursuant to ^aid the network storage policy. 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Previously presented) The tneibod of claim 1 wherein a storage location is allocated based 
on matching a requested storage location attribute with a storage location attribute identified by 
the software facility, 

6- (Currently Amended) The method of claim I wherein a selected one ofsaidihc storage 
locations is allocated based on matching a requested storage location attribute with an attribute 
of a new storage locaiion dynamically configured by said the software facility. 

7. (Currently Amended) The mexhod of claim 1 . comprising the further step of: 

placing an unallocated siorage locaiion into a pool of storage locations available 
to said the software facility. 

2 



PAGE 5/13 * RCVD AT 1/25/2006 5:49:47 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPT(«FXRF-6aO ' DNIS:2738300 * CSID: ' DURATION (mm-ss):D3-24 



Jan-25-08 05:4rpin Froni-LAHIVE+COCKF lELO 617 T424214 



T-994 p. 06/13 F-984 



Application No.; 09/960673 Docket No,: SMQ-076/P6310 



8. (Previously presentedj The method of claim 7 comprising the further step of: 

placing a storage location into a pool of storage locations marked as previously 

allocated- 

9. (Previously presented) The method of claim 7 comprising the further step of: 

placing a newly discovered unallocated storage location into a pool of stomge 
locations aw^aiting fimher action by the software facility, the newly discovered unallocated 
storage location not having been previously identified by the software facility. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein 6ai4 ihc software facility uses the 
Service Location Protocol ( SU* ) to identify available devices attached to said network. 

1 1 (Previously presented) Ths method of claim 1 wherein at least one of the plurality of 
devices with storage locations i hereon is a RAID ( Redtwidani Array of Inexpensive/ 
Independent Disks) set. 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim L whorL^m a uiorago looution with a opooifiud 
ac mbuto is prov^idod by dynamically confiijuring a Giorago location in rosponLjo to arequosi from 
g us t ?r of the ho&i olootromo devic - o, comprising! the further steps of: 

providint> on the network a host electronic dc-vicc: 
tarovidina a sior uLie locuEion with a specified attribute: and 

tlvnamicallv conligju rint^ a stora^ p ^c location in response to a request from a user of 
the host electronic device, lo provide a storage location with a specified aitribure, 

13. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1, comprising the further steps of: 

setimg a network policy for data storage, the policy includmg storage location 
attributes requested by an authorized user, the authorized user having authority to make network 
storage decisions; and 

configuring a new storage location from at least two of the plurality of storage 
locations in order to provide specified attributes pursuant to the network policy. 



PA(£ 6/13 ' RCVD AT 1/2Sf2006 5:49:47 [Eastern Standard Tb^^ 



Jafl-25-06 05:48pm Frcra-LAHIVE+COCKFIELO 617 7424214 



T-994 P. 07/13 F-984 



Application No.: 09/960673 I>ocket No.: SMQ-076/P6310 

14, (Curxerttly Amended) The meihod of claim 1 wherein aaid sofcwor o faoihry is located on 
said haul ui u uiromc devicc M he aiep of provIdiiiQ the software facility in commnnicaiion over the 
network Further comprises: 

providing the soltware facility to bo locaied on a host electronic device, where the 
hosx electronic device resides on the nerwork. 

15, (Currently Amended) A medium holding computer-executable Instructions for a method of 
network storage in a network with a plurality of storage locations having attributes, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a software facility communicating over the network with the storage 
locations, the software facility identifying and allocating the storage locations based on the 
j attributes of the storage locations, siHd ihj; allocation being the an association of a siorage 
location with an ovmer, the owner having permission to write data to the storage location and 
read data from the siorage location; 

receiving with the software facility a network storage policy from an authorized 
user, the authorized iiser having authority to make storage decisions on the network, the storage 
policy including attnbute requirements for storage locations; and 

programmatically applying the storage policy to storage decisions on the network 
usmg the software facility, the storage decisions determining where data on the network is 
stored. 

16. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 15 wherein sai^ the authorized user selects said 
storage location attributes in s^tid the network policy from a list of storage location atnibuies, 

17. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 15, composing The fimher step of: 

automatically configuring storage locations to provide specified attributes 
1 pursuant to said ihe network storage policy. 

18-21. (Cancelled) 
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